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Rationale

The future of the world and of the church belongs to the younger generation. Thus, the
Catholic school should be able to offer young people the means to acquire the knowledge
they need in order to find a place in a society that is strongly characterised by technical and
scientific skill.
(The Catholic School on the Threshold of the Third Millennium.)
Our College Mission calls us to be a future focused school, developing visionary young
people who embrace their changing world with confidence and optimism. Holy Cross College
is a technology rich school integrating technology into all learning and teaching areas to
enhance learning and to prepare students for their role in the digital world in which we live.
All students will have the opportunity to become competent, discriminating and creative
users of a range of technologies. This has the potential to engage students in ways not
previously possible, to enhance their achievement, to create new learning possibilities and to
extend students’ interaction with their local and global communities. The integration of
technology also facilitates the relational nature of learning, providing new opportunities for
parents to engage with teachers, learning programmes and their child’s progress.
In accordance with the teachings of the Catholic Church, the practice of communication
through Information and Communication Technology (ICT), as with all communication, must
be totally honest and reflect the highest standard of accountability and sensitivity to human
rights and relationships.
The College is committed to promoting the dignity of the human person. Whilst providing the
opportunity to enhance and extend human interaction, empathy and understanding, misuse
of information and communication technologies can present risks to personal safety and the
risk of exposure to inappropriate and offensive material. These have the potential to
significantly damage an individual’s dignity. This policy aims to provide clear guidelines to
promote the appropriate and ethical use of technologies by all members of the College
community.
2.

Definition

Information and Communication Technologies (ICT) are any electronic devices or recording
applications which allow users to record, send, access or receive information in textual,
audio, image or video form. These may include but are not restricted to:
• computer systems and related applications such as internet and email
• the College network and servers
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•
•
•
•
•

all computers, including laptop computers
all mobile devices including iPads, tablets, iPods, phones and mobile storage devices
discussion forums, chat rooms and instant messaging systems
video or still cameras
audio and video recording devices

This policy applies to the use of ICT on the school campus or at any school related event or
connected to the school’s communication network. It also applies to student owned laptops
and iPads.
3.

4.

Principles
3.1

The purpose of Information and Communication Technologies (ICT) at Holy
Cross College is to enhance student learning opportunities, promote student
achievement, support the professional work of staff, enhance the school’s
management information and business administration system. The College
curriculum will integrate leaning about digital citizenship that will include social
and ethical protocols and practices.

3.2

Access to ICT is provided for educational use only.

3.3

Holy Cross College acknowledges that access to ICT, in particular email and
the Internet, can expose students to inappropriate material or potential harm.

3.4

Students using ICT must not break State or Federal laws (a summary of these
laws are included as Attachment 2 to this policy and forms part of this policy).

3.5

Students using ICT must do within the school guidelines and within the
parameters of acceptable use, as outlined in this policy.

3.6

All written, graphic, audio and other materials (including emails) created,
produced, communicated, stored or accessed on school ICT (including
individual student laptops) are the property of the school, and as such, are
subject to monitoring by the school.

Procedures
4.1

Students at Holy Cross College are expected to use ICT as an integral part of
the learning process.

4.2

Students shall take personal responsibility when using the school’s ICT
services and use it within the parameters of Acceptable Use as provided in
Attachment 1 of this policy.

4.3

Violation of the College ICT Acceptable Use Policy will result in parents being
informed and a range of sanctions dependent on the circumstances and
whether or not it is a repeated offence. Sanctions may include:
• loss of access privileges for a period of time
• loss of laptop or iPad access for a period of time
• community service
• suspension
• legal action
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4.4

The College and parents/guardians have a joint responsibility in the area of
digital citizenship. The College will assist parents by facilitating information
sessions. Parents need to take responsibility for student access to and use of
the Internet outside school hours.
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Attachment 1

Attachment 2
Important Statutes That Are Applicable To Students’ Use Of School ICT Include:
Copyright Act 1968 (Cth)
Students may copy or otherwise deal with copyright material for the purpose of study or
education. However, generally only the author of original material has the right to reproduce,
copy, publish, perform, communicate to the public and make an adaptation of the copyright
material.
Equal Opportunity Act 1984 (WA)
This Act precludes:
•
•
•

Discrimination against persons on grounds of sex, marital status or pregnancy, family
responsibility, family status, sexual orientation, race, religious or political conviction,
impairment or age in education
Sexual harassment and racial harassment in the workplace and in educational institutions
Promotes community recognition and acceptance of the equality of all persons regardless
of their race, sexual orientation, religious or political convictions, impairments or ages.

Censorship Act 1996 (WA)
Students must not use a computer service to transmit, obtain or request an article knowing
that it contains objectionable and restricted material. It is an offence to possess or copy
indecent or obscene articles or child pornography. Students should be aware for their own
protection that people who deal with such material commit an offence.
Criminal Code (WA)
Students should be aware that it is illegal to show offensive material to children under 16,
and that if someone does show them offensive material that person is committing an offence.
Racist harassment and incitement to racial hatred are also criminal offences.
Cybercrime Act 2001 (Cth)
Unauthorised access to or modification of data held in a computer and unauthorised
impairment of electronic communication eg ‘hacking’ or infecting computer systems with a
virus, are illegal.
Privacy Act 1988 (Cth)
Students should respect that the personal information of others is private. This Act covers the
collection, use and disclosure, quality and security of personal information.
Criminal Law Amendment (Intimate Images) Act 2018 (WA)
Student should be aware that is illegal to distribute an intimate image without the consent of
the person in the image. This includes still or moving and also includes edited images. A
person who is under 16 years of age cannot consent to the distribution of an intimate image.
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